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New residence
hall to honor
James Madison’s
manservant
By Caitlyn Read (’10, ’18M)

T

he James Madison University
Board of Visitors voted Feb. 8 to
name a new campus residence hall
Paul Jennings Hall. When it opens
in Fall 2019, the hall will house 500 students
and bear the name of an enslaved AfricanAmerican who served the Madison family
both at Montpelier, their estate in Virginia,
and in Washington, D.C., following Madison’s election as the nation’s fourth president.
As Madison’s personal manservant, Jennings observed intimately the irreconcilability
of one of our nation’s greatest champions for
liberty and justice participating in the institution of slavery.
“Naming what will be a vibrant hub of
student activity after Paul Jennings allows us
to provide important and inclusive context
to the complex story Paul Jennings
of James Madison— (above) and an
known as the Father of artist’s rendering
the Constitution—and of the residence
hall that will bear
the central paradox of his name and
the founding of our honor his legacy.
republican democracy,”
JMU President Jonathan R. Alger said. “As we continue to recognize Madison’s pivotal role in the founding of our country, as an
institution, we must also confront that Madison profited from the
ownership of slaves.
“Paul Jennings was an important historical figure in his own right
and overcame hardship to leave an impressive legacy,” Alger said. “It
is especially appropriate that we take this step in the year in which

Virginia is acknowledging both the 400th anniversary of representative government in America and the arrival of the first enslaved
African-Americans in this country.”
Born at Montpelier in 1799, Jennings worked as a house slave.
After Madison’s death, Jennings would go on to earn his freedom
and author A Colored Man’s Reminiscences of James Madison, the first
memoir about life at the White House, including the household’s

“Paul Jennings was an important historical figure in his own right
and overcame hardship to leave an impressive legacy.”
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“Naming a hub of
student activity after
Paul Jennings provides
important context to
the complex story of
James Madison.”
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Students invited to speak about
civic engagement at conference

— JONATHAN R. ALGER, president

flight from the mansion in 1814 as British troops approached. As a free man, he
worked in the Pension Office, had a family and purchased a home in Washington.
Jennings died in 1874, leaving behind a
number of descendants, including Raleigh
Marshall (’05), who graduated from JMU
with a degree in computer science.
The name of the new residence hall had
been originally suggested by several students.
Many campus partners offered emphatic
support, among them the JMU Task Force
on Inclusion, Student Government Association, Academic Council and the Center for
Multicultural Student Services. The university also looks forward to continued partnership with James Madison’s Montpelier
as both institutions strive to tell Madison’s
and Jennings’ stories more fully, and will
continue to support endeavors to share the
contributions of the enslaved community to
the founding of our country.
To view a video about Paul
Jennings Hall, go to j.mu/pjhall.

President Alger thanks the Board of
Visitors for voting to name a new residence hall in honor of Paul Jennings.

T

hree fellows with the
James Madison Center
for Civic Engagement—
two of them undergraduates—spoke at a National Press
Club event in Washington, D.C.,
in the wake of the November
midterm elections about what motivates
college students to vote.
Anna Connole, Aaliyah McLean and
Shelby Taraba (’18) shared their insights
on “Motivating Student Civic Engagement” with approximately 30 higher-education reporters from around the country,
both in person and via live stream. The
session was part of the Education Writers
Association’s annual conference.
One of the goals of the nonpartisan Center for Civic Engagement is to
facilitate Dukes Vote and work with other
campus partners, as well as national supporting organizations like Campus Vote
Project and the American Democracy
Project, to eliminate barriers to student
voting by providing education, programming and assistance.
“For a long period of time throughout
our history, young voters have been
ignored and left behind as a demographic and just expected to learn these
things on their own,” said Connole, a
sophomore Honors student double
majoring in political science and communication studies and one of two Campus
Vote Project Democracy Fellows at the
center. “So what we’re trying to do is
provide them with the knowledge, information and the experience to engage in
the democratic process.”
Turnout among JMU voters was up
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Shelby Taraba (far right)
and Anna Connole on a
panel at the National Press
Club; (Left): Aaliyah McLean
talking with reporters.
significantly in the 2018 midterms, mirroring national data. At the campus precinct,
which serves mostly underclassmen who
live in residence halls, turnout increased
by 50 percent over 2017 levels, and overall campus turnout is expected to far
exceed the 8.8 percent rate in 2014.
Some of the issues that resonated with
young people during the 2018 midterms
included immigration, the environment,
health care, women’s rights, student debt
and gun control.
For the center’s fellows, the prospect
of fielding questions from reporters was a
little intimidating.
“When someone from Politico or The
Washington Post stands up and you don’t
know if the question is going to come to
you, that got my hand shaking a little bit,”
Connole said.
Taraba, a JMU Engagement Fellow, said
the group felt an obligation to represent
“not only the Center for Civic Engagement, but James Madison University more
broadly” on a national stage.
McLean, a junior media arts and design
major and the center’s Community
Engagement and Outreach Fellow, said
she didn’t know what to expect going in,
but once she answered a question from
a reporter, “I felt that I had faced my
fears and was so accomplished. That’s a
moment I’ll never forget.”
— Jim Heffernan (’96, ’17M)
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